
Oakland Food Policy Council

Meeting NOTES

July 15, 2010 

5:00-7:30 pm

Alameda County Public Health Department
1000 Broadway, 5th floor

Refreshments provided by Berkeley Bowl

Facilitated by Coleman-Smith



attendees

Á Members
Å Suzan Bateson
Å Brad Burger
Å Hank Herrera
Å Jenny Huston
Å Daniel Kramer
Å Aaron Lehmer
Å Nathan McClintock
Å Robin Plutchok
Å Mike Church
Å Christopher Waters
Å Sara Weihmann
Å Diane Woloshin

Á Staff/consultants
Å Alethea Harper
Å Asiya Wadud
Å Adrienne Smith
Å Vanessa Coleman
Å Whitney Walton (PUEBLO)

Á Interns
Å Colleen Lynch
Å Dwight Hobbs
Å Kate Grace
Å Evan O'Donnell

Á Public
Å Allison Rodman
Å Kate Hoppe
Å Carolyn Lasar
Å Ally DeArman
Å Erin-Kate Escabor
Å Karen Siverson
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agenda
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Meeting Purpose:To refine the strategies to inform Transforming the 
Oakland Food System: A Plan for Action

Activity Time Lead

ÅIntro, Welcome, Agenda Review + Meeting Purpose
ÅGround Rules, Check-in, Reminders
ÅAllow visitors to sign in for general Public Comment
ÅReview of new format for meetings

5:00-5:15 Alethea, Coleman-Smith

ÅApprove Notes from last meeting 5:15-5:20 OFPC Members

Strategy Selection
ÅReview and decide on First Steps 1 Pager Tear Sheets by policy goal

5:20-6:20 Work Group Chairs

PUEBLO Listening Sessions
ÅReview PUEBLO outline for listening sessions
ÅAlethea presents OFPC contributions to it

6:20-6:40 Alethea

Break 6:40-6:50

Reports, Updates + Quick Decisions
ÅChair reports: updates + inputs
ÅMoving forward with survey of Oakland orgs doing food work
ÅConducting eval of the Council
ÅwŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ DǊƻŎŜǊȅ
ÅOutreach SurveyMonkey results
ÅOther updates
ÅGeneral public comment

6:50-7:05 Alethea, Work Group Chairs

Speaker 7:05-7:25 Alethea

ÅNext Steps, Announcements + Plus/Delta 7:25-7:30 Coleman-Smith
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ground rules

ÁPut cell phones on silent

ÁAssume best intentions

ÁStay engaged in the conversation + on topic

ÁTrust the process

ÁSuspend certainty

ÁChallenge ideas and not people

ÁSeek to understand

ÁTake care to monitor your speaking time

ÁRaise your hand to speak

ÁEnjoy the ride



meeting process

Á wŜƭŀȄŜŘ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ wǳƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
make a decision.

Á After a motion has been reached, we move for discussion among group and 
public comment. 

Á Another motion is made and seconded. And the group votes.

Á Chris motioned to approved

Á Jenny seconded

Á All agreed
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Strategy Selection

First Steps 1 Pager Tear Sheets

ÅFormat (decision)

ÅHigh-level review of content

ÅFirst step (decision)

ÅMaking the tear sheet clear + conciseτWho?



re: Formatting, etc.

Á Motion: Chris ïIf anyone has any objections to the current wording or 
direction it is going is. Second; Jenny. All in favor. 

Á Jenny ïFeedback should be specific.

Á Organize it like a proposal ï
Å Needs and Opportunities in front of the recommended first step.  

Å Chris ïhave the First Steps consistently in the right ïhand column so that it stands 
out. 

Å Jenny/Chris ïadd links to existing policy.

Å Word limits would be useful. 

Å Be careful not to repeat strategies and needs.

Å Go with Aletheaôs recommendation to make label changes. 

Å Chris recommends making language clear and pithy and use images.

Å Spreading it out for readability (eighth-grade reading level). 

Á Motion: Jenny ïchange the format per discussion to model after ñvibrant 
farmsò slide 30. Second, Aaron. Hank abstained. 

Á Who shall make the changes with some direction? There should be a final 
revision to edit the doc. for similar voice. 
Å Motion ïChris ïthose who wrote them use the Nathan; Second. All in favor
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goal: STRONG COMMUNITIES

Recommended Policy 

Á Include and improve access to local governmental agencies that can support 
the stability of local/regional food infrastructure according to the community's 
interests.

Recommended Steps 

Á CITY TOP PRIORITY: Advocate for the development of coordinated City policy 
and programming strategy to support and expand urban agriculture (including 
zoning, public land access, and incubation and coordination of urban ag 
activities).

Á PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS: Education and support for urban agriculture 
endeavors 

Á Clarifying questions + comments:

Å Nathan ïDid not add anything to recommended steps. Feels like this section 

is too dense. Include and improve is confusing. Include the agencies. 





goal: STRONG COMMUNITIES 

Recommended Policy 

Á Include and improve access to local governmental agencies that can support 
the stability of local/regional food infrastructure according to the community's 
interests.

Recommended Steps 

Á REGIONAL/STATE: Build relationships with key government representatives 
and community leaders.





goal: SUSTAINABLE ECOSYSTEMS 

Recommended Policy 

Á Implement steps to eliminate artificial pesticides and fertilizers, genetically 
modified organisms, and other contaminants that disrupt ecosystems and 
human health. 

Recommended Steps 

Á PUBLIC - PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS TOP PRIORITY: Partner with the City of 
Oakland to develop and implement new RFP standards and language 
prioritizing and outlining Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Protocols 
(EPP) and nutrition standards for all City contracts, phased in over five years
(cross referenced to City and Regional/State ςJustice and Fairness) 

Á Clarifying questions + comments:

Å Jenny ïThis section primarily impacts Prepared Food Vendors, i.e. Head 
Start, Senior Nutrition (Meals on Wheels), Homeless Shelter, Brown Bag 
Program, Summer Food Program

Á Public Comment:

Å Target Audience? Still havenôt determined Recommended Roles. 





goal: SUSTAINABLE ECOSYSTEMS 

Recommended Policy 

Á Implement steps to eliminate artificial pesticides and fertilizers, genetically 
modified organisms, and other contaminants that disrupt ecosystems and 
human health.

Recommended Steps 

Á REGIONAL/STATE:Build upon the GMO-ban successes of Marin, Trinity, 
Mendocino Counties to inform Alameda County-wide policies on pesticide- and 
GMO-free zones. 

Á Clarifying questions + comments:

Å This is about growing products in the county. 

Å Jenny ïHerbicides and fungicides should also be considered. 

Å Nathan ïShould we be specific about production? 

Å This is specific to food production and contracts with the County. 

Á Public Comment: 

Å Was there a reason why we used ñartificial pesticides?ò Is ñsynthetic 
pesticidesò more understood? How broad is this? 





goal: SUSTAINABLE ECOSYSTEMS 

Recommended Policy 

Á Implement steps to eliminate artificial pesticides and fertilizers, genetically 
modified organisms, and other contaminants that disrupt ecosystems and 
human health.

Recommended Steps 

Á CITY: Advocate for the development of a Citywide waste management contract 
that expands composting and food recycling. 

Á Clarifying questions + comments: 

Å Nathan ïWhatôs in Best Practices should go in the Needs & Opportunities.

Á Public Comment: 

Å Spell out the issues and change for the public





goal: HEALTHY PEOPLE

Recommended Policy 

Á Utilize a broad range of public investments and tools (such as land use 
planning) to increase access to healthy food and decrease inequities across 
race and class that contribute to food insecurity and compromise health. 

Recommended Steps 

Á CITY: Advocate for the development of mobile vending regulations that protect 
and expand access to mobile vendors providing healthy food. Format:

Á Clarifying questions + comments: 

Å Headed in the right direction. Best Practices and Further Info need more 

flushing out. 

Å Diane- Friendly recommendation to include ice cream carts, etc

Á Public Comment: 

Å Green Cart in NY as a best practice; Provide some examples to guide 
considerations





goal: HEALTHY PEOPLE

Recommended Policy 
Á Utilize a broad range of public investments and tools (such as land use planning) to 

increase access to healthy food and decrease inequities across race and class that 
contribute to food insecurity and compromise health. 

Recommended Steps 
Á PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS: Incorporate use of EBT for healthy food in farmers' 

markets, WIC programs, and senior nutrition programs. 
Á REGIONAL/STATE:Include healthy food retail in general plans, redevelopment, and 

land use decisions.Integrate transportation planning for walking, biking, buses and 
other forms of transit to ensure reliable, consistent access to healthy food retail. 
(cross-reference EBT with Public-Private Partnerships) 

Á Clarifying questions + comments:
Å Many/all Oakland farmersô markets already accept EBT. Does this influence this 

Recommendation? SF has an ordinance for all public markets. WIC is only setup 
with individual farmers.

Å Aaron ïDo we know the extent of the percentage of sales they make up. The goal 
is full access, right? 

Å There is a modification: Policy v. Availability? Maintain Step for new markets

Å Hank ïWe need to promote incentives for farmersô markets to be placed in more 
accessible locations.





Á Clarifying  questions + comments:

Å Cross-referenced with PPP

Å This was not created by the Regional/State group. Should 

be incorporated in the previous ñhealthy peopleò section.



goal: THRIVING LOCAL ECONOMY 

Recommended Policy 

Á Help promote affordable local and regional sustainably grown, harvested or 
produced food within the food system, and promote local businesses to distribute 
and promote these in every community, especially underserved communities. 

Recommended Steps 

Á /L¢¸Υ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ άCǊŜǎƘ CƻƻŘ CƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ CǳƴŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
provide financing, technical assistance, and location assistance to new food 
enterprises in underserved communities

Á REGIONAL/STATE: Seek "Fresh Food Financing Fund" style funding for small farms 
(urban and rural) 

Á Clarifying questions + comments:
Å This section will be merged with the next one. 

Å How do we make sure that the big corporations donôt access these funds to 
continue what they are doing now?

Å There should be stringent requirements about who is eligible to apply. 

Á Public Comment: 
Å Consider including a community benefits agreement and preference for local entry.





goal: THRIVING LOCAL ECONOMY 

Recommended Policy 

Á Help promote affordable local and regional sustainably grown, harvested or 
produced food within the food system, and promote local businesses to 
distribute and promote these in every community, especially underserved 
communities.

Recommended Roles

Á State/Regional: Support local food access programs with financial assistance.

Á City: Develop a Fresh Food Financing Fund (FFFF)

Á Neighborhood: Pressure city to create a FFFF; collect data on food retail in your 
community.

Á Public-Private Partnerships: Partner with private organizations to manage to 
funds and provide technical assistance. See The Food Trust for guidance 
(below).

Á Clarifying questions + comment:

Å Make sure that Fresh Food Financing not be excluded. Fresh Food should 

continue to focus on retail (not producers). 





goal: JUSTICE and FAIRNESS 

Recommended Policy 

Á Ensure that schools and other public institutions serve healthy and delicious 
meals to all and give preference to purchasing food from local farms. 

Recommended Steps 

Á CITY: Support the development of an Environmentally Preferable Purchasing 
Protocol for food purchased through City contracts

Á REGIONAL/STATE: Review model local procurement policies in other regional 
municipalities. Adopt a food policy resolution that states the city's 
commitment to purchasing and providing healthy food options from local 
sources.
(cross referenced to Public Private Partnerships ςSustainable Ecosystems) 

Á Clarifying questions + comment:

Å It is identical to the other EPP issue. Combine and add a line about including 

school districts





goal: VIBRANT FARMS 

Á Recommended Policy/Strategy
Á !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ 

markets 

Á Recommended Steps*
Á {ǘŀǘŜκwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΥ  ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ {b!t ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

government nutrition assistance programs; connect rural farmers to urban markets.
Á City: develop and approve land use policies (including zoning regulations) to protect and 
ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΦ

Á bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΥ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
neighborhood; contact potential vendors; organize community support/conduct a market 
study.

Á Public-Private Partnerships should occur at all levels.

Á Clarifying questions + comments: 
Å Keep the SNAP discussion separate from the Land Use policy. 

Å Change: Reference EBT in the discussion. In Needs and Opportunities section, can we 
highlight the zoning point?

Á Public Comment: 
Å Is the goal of bringing FM to underserved neighborhoods at odds with the goal of bringing 

higher nutrition foods to existing markets in underserved communities?

ϝ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŜǇǎ ςǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊƻƭŜǎΦ 





Remove



goal: VIBRANT FARMS 

Recommended Policy 

Á Develop policies that encourage success in small and midscale farming 
ventures and urban agriculture; decrease exposure to hazards; and support fair 
labor practices. 

Recommended Steps 

Á REGIONAL/STATE TOP PRIORITY: Scale up purchasing from producers, 
formalize the collaborations between and aggregation of small farmers. 

Á Clarifying questions + comments:

Å Hank ïPerhaps the purpose of OFPC is to ensure there is equitable access 

to healthy foods in all Oakland neighborhoods. We need to do a structural 

analysis about how to recruit farmers who choose to only to participate in 

farmersô markets.

Å Jenny ïSmall and midsize farmers arenôt a part of the large industrial food 

system complex. 




