Oakland Food Policy Councill
MeetingNOTES

July 15, 2010
o 5:00-7:30 pm

'@ Alameda County Public Health Department
* - 1000 Broadway, %floor

Refreshments provided by Berkeley Bowl
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ag e n d a Meeting PurposeTo refine the strategies to inform Transforming the
Oakland Food System: A Plan for Action

Activity Time Lead
Alntro, Welcome, Agenda Review + Meeting Purpose 5:00-5:15 Alethea, Colematsmith
- AGround Rules, Chedk, Reminders

AAllow visitors to sign in for general Public Comment
- AReview of new format for meetings

AApprove Notes from last meeting 5 155:20 : OFPC Members
Strategy Selection | 5:206:20 Work Group Chairs
ARewew and decide on First Steps 1 Pager Tear Sheets by policy goal :

 PUEBLO Listening Sessions - 6:206:40  Alethea

- Review PUEBLO outline for listening sessions :

/SAIethea presents OFPC contributions to it

 Break 6 406:50
- Reports, Updates + Quick Decisions . 6:50.7:05 . Alethea, Work Group Chairs§
- AChair reports: updates + inputs :

- AMoving forward with survey of Oakland orgs doing food work

- AConducting eval of the Council

'Awéljdzééij T2N) KSE LI FNRY t S2L) SQ&a DNROSNE
. AOutreach SurveyMonkey results

. AOther updates
AGeneraI public comment
. Speaker 7 057:25 AIethea
+ A\lext Steps, Announcements + Plus/Delta  7:257:30 | ColemarSmith
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ground rules

Put cell phones on silent

Assume best intentions

Stay engaged In the conversation + on topic
Trust the process

Suspend certainty

Challenge ideas and not people

Seek to understand

Take care to monitor your speaking time
Raise your hand to speak

Enjoy the ride

2
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meeting process

wStFESR w20S8SNIiQa wdzS a | YSSiAay3a LI
make a decision.

After a motion has been reached, we move for discussion among group and
public comment.

Another motion is made and seconded. And the group votes.
Chris motioned to approved

Jenny seconded
All agreed
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Strategy Selection

First Steps 1 Pager Tear Sheets
Format (decision)
Highlevel review of content
e First step (decision)
| & Making the tear sheet clear + concisg/ho?




re: Formatting, etc.

A Motion: Chris i If anyone has any objections to the current wording or
direction it is going is. Second; Jenny. All in favor.

A Jennyi Feedback should be specific.
A Organize it like a proposal i
Needs and Opportunities in front of the recommended first step.

Chris i have the First Steps consistently in the right T hand column so that it stands
out.

Jenny/Chris T add links to existing policy.

Word limits would be useful.

Be careful not to repeat strategies and needs.

Go with Aletheads recommendation to make |
Chris recommends making language clear and pithy and use images.

Spreading it out for readability (eighth-grade reading level).

To To Do o Do Do Do P

A Motion:Jennyichange the format per discussi o
farmso slide 30. Second, Aaron. Hank ab

A Who shall make the changes with some direction? There should be a final
revision to edit the doc. for similar voice.
A Motion i Chrisi those who wrote them use the Nathan; Second. All in favor
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goal: STRONG COMMUNITIES

Recommended Policy

Include and improve access to local governmental agencies that can support
the stability of local/regional food infrastructure according to the community's
interests.

Recommended Steps

CITY TOP PRIORITY: Advocate for the development of coordinated City policy
and programming strategy to support and expand urban agriculture (including
zoning, public land access, and incubation and coordination of urban ag
activities).

PUBLIPRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS: Education and support for urban agriculture
endeavors

Clarifying questions + comments:

A Nathani Did not add anything to recommended steps. Feels like this section
Is too dense. Include and improve is confusing. Include the agencies.




Goal: STRONG COMMUNITIES

Recommended Policy

Include and improve access to local governmental agencies
that can support the stability of local/regional food
infrastructure according to the community's interests.

Recommended Steps

CITY TOP PRIORITY: Advocate for the development of
coordinated City policy and programming strategy to support and
expand urban agriculture (including zoning, public land access,
and incubation and coordination of urban ag activities).
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS: Education and support for
urban agriculture endeavors

Needs and Opportunities

Interest in urban agriculture (UA) is spreading rapidly as more
and more Oaklanders recognize its possible contributions to a
healthy city on several levels. Urban agriculture serves not
only as a way to produce nutritious food in an ecologically
responsible manner, but also as a classroom for learning about
health, nutrition, food systems, and ecology, as green space
for recreation, conservation of biodiversity, and neighborhood
beautification, and as a way to create green jobs. Currently,
the Parks and Rec Department manages a Community
Gardening Program at several locations across Oakland.
Gardens have been established at roughly 100 of the city's
schools, supported in part by Alameda County Cooperative
Extension. Several UA, food justice, and community

: (,organizations maintain gardens throughout the city, including

\ < Charcoal Park, City Slicker Farms, East Bay Asian Youth

I&_Center, East Oakland Boxing Association, Kijiji Grows, People's

".Grocei, Phat Beets Produce, Planting Justice, PUEBLO,

Oakland Food Connection, Oakland Green Youth Arts & Media
Center, Sustaining Ourselves Locally, and Village Bottoms
Farm.

Despite the growing interest, there are significant hurdles in
acquiring access to land for UA that must be addressed before
UA to be scaled up in Oakland. There is no uniform procedure
in place for acquiring access to vacant or underutilized public
land, and commercial-scale UA falls is often preciuded by
existing zoning regulations.

Such formalization of UA zones can help protect these spaces
for the long term. MORE HERE

The OFPC City Innovations committee is currently drafting
zoning language for both civic and commercial urban
agriculture.

Best Practices and Further Information

Many North American cities have promoted UA through various
mechanism, from general promotion via community gardening
programs to creating land use protections for UA. In Boston,
Cleveland, Madison, Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver, for
example, urban gardens are protected via zoning code and
general plan elements. In some cities such as San Francisco
declared 2010 as the Year of Urbana Agriculture. Several North
American cities have taken the lead on integrating UA into food
policy and planning. MORE HERE

For an overview of best practices to protect land for UA, see
NPLAN's publication, "Establishing Land Use Protections for
Community Gardens" (http://www.nplanonline.org/).

Following the lead of land inventories conducted in Portland,
Vancouver, and Seattle, Cultivating the Commons, a
preliminary assessment of potential sites for UA on Oakland's
publicly owned land identifies hundreds of potential UA on
Oakland's publicly owned land. It is available online at
www.urbanfood.org.



goal: STRONG COMMUNITIES

Recommended Policy

Include and improve access to local governmental agencies that can support
the stability of local/regional food infrastructure according to the community's
interests.

Recommended Steps

REGIONAL/STATHiild relationships with key government representatives
and community leaders.




Goal: STRONG COMMUNITIES

Recommended Policy

Include and improve access to local governmental agencies that can
support the stability of local/regional food infrastructure according to
the community's interests.

Recommended Steps

REGIONAL/STATE: Build relationships with key government
representatives and community leaders.

Needs and Opportunities

Although there is a wide range of organizations in Oakland working
to build a stable local/regional food system that meets the needs of
our communities, there is a lack of coordination and clear channels
of input into official government structures and agencies for
achieving this aim. The Oakland Food Policy Council has some solid
representation from the community, but could use a deeper and
more diverse cross-section of leadership from throughout the city in
order to facilitate strong participation and input. Similarly, the
regional agencies charged with implementing SB 375 have only
recently begun to open the door to broader stakeholders around
equity and additional sectors like food.

Bay Localize, Breakthrough Communities, and an increasing number
of social justice and community development organizations have
recently begun meeting as an official advisory group to ABAG/MTC's
Regional Advisory Working Group around the opportunity presented
by SB 375. Increasing regional food security has been a continuing
theme of those conversations.

PUEBLO and HOPE seek to advocate for the needs of low-income
residents of Oakland, most of them people of color, by grassroots

,'lorianizinii offerini leadership training and initiating policy reform.

Related legislation includes:
ACR 110 - Poverty awareness. Would designate February 2010/11
as Step Up California. It would be @ month devoted to various
activities pertaining to reducing poverty (such as supplying food to
the impoverished). For more see: (link)

SB 375 - Provides incentives for creating walkable, more transit-
oriented communities. Provides emissions-reducing goals for
which regions can plan, integrates disjointed planning activities,
and provides incentives for local governments and developers to
follow smart growth patterns. SB 375 enhances the Air Resources
Board's (ARB) ability to reach AB 32 goals. Since land use
planning is a core aspect of SB 375, the law could impact local
zoning with regard to urban, peri-urban, and rural agriculture
throughout the Bay Area.

Best Practices and Further Information

In the 2010 Budget, Congress provided a total of $150 million to
HUD for a Sustainable Communities Planning Grant Initiative to
improve regional planning efforts that integrate housing and
transportation decisions, and increase the capacity to improve land
use and zoning. Of that total, approximately $100 million will be
available for regional integrated planning initiatives through HUD's
Sustainable Communities Planning Grant Program. HUD is very
interested in making sure urban agriculture and food system
planning is part of the regional planning effort under this program.
For full details, go to: (link)

"“"Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food” USDA grant program, which
in its first week provided $65 million in support of local and regional
food projects across the country through the 2008 Farm Bill. This is
a USDA-wide effort to create new economic opportunities by
connecting consumers with local producers. More info: (link)

Praxis & Robert Woods Johnson Foundation's "Communities Creating
Healthy Environment” Program to improve access to healthy food
and safe places in communities of color. (link)



goal: SUSTAINABLE ECOSYSTEMS

Recommended Policy
Implement steps to eliminate artificial pesticides and fertilizers, genetically

modified organisms, and other contaminants that disrupt ecosystems and
human health.

Recommended Steps

PUBLICGPRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS TOP PRIORITY: Partner with the City of
Oakland to develop and implement new RFP standards and language
prioritizing and outlining Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Protocols
(EPP) and nutrition standards for all City contracts, phased in over five years
(cross referenced to City and Regional/StatRistice and Fairness)

Clarifying questions + comments:

A Jennyi This section primarily impacts Prepared Food Vendors, i.e. Head
Start, Senior Nutrition (Meals on Wheels), Homeless Shelter, Brown Bag
Program, Summer Food Program

Public Comment:
A Target Audience? Still havenodét deter min




Goal: SUSTAINABLE
ECOSYSTEMS

Recommended Policy

Implement steps to eliminate artificial pesticides and fertilizers,
genetically modified organisms, and other contaminants that
disrupt ecosystems and human health.

Recommended Steps

PUBLIC - PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS TOP PRIORITY: Partner with
the City of Oakland to develop and implement new RFP standards
and language prioritizing and outlining Environmentally
Preferable Purchasing Protocols (EPP) and nutrition standards for
all City contracts, phased in over five years

(cross referenced to City and Regional/State — Justice and
Fairness)

Needs and Opportunities

The Kellogg Foundation - the largest philanthropic supporter of
the local, sustainable foods movement - defines "Good Food”
as follows: healthy, as in it won't make you chronically
ill; green, as in it was produced in a manner that is
environmentally sustainable; fair, as in no one along the
production line was exploited for its creation; and affordable,
as in people of all socioeconomic backgrounds are able to
purchase it and have access to it, These principals should be

" adopted by Oakland and the major institutions serving Oakland
residents such as Oakland Unified School District.

By prompting the government to "buy green," Environmentally
Preferable Purchasing stimulates market demand for green
products and services.

Best Practices and Further Information

San Francisco Food Services and Oakland Environmental
Services have EPP plans that can act as models for a similar
program for Oakland food services. The Public-Private
Partnerships group is pursuing this legislation and more
information through contacts in these departments.

In addition, the EPA provides everything from general

information to specific contract language on its guide to
nvironmentally Preferabl rchasing. Federal government

regulations tend to be more watered down than what a city can

achieve, but these are still good guidelines. The site includes

a case study about improvements at the research center's

cafeteria.

Green Purchasing Institute provides hands-on technical support
to government agencies and institutions on EPP issues,
including the development of environmental purchasing
policies, bid specifications, contract language and outreach
materials. They publish "Ten Steps to Starting an EPP". Email:
info@greenpurchasing.org. This came from a government
document, but I could not find a website for the Green
Purchasing Institute.

The Northeast Recycling Council has an EPP listserve to
connect public and private officials with Environmentally
Preferable Purchasing goals.



goal: SUSTAINABLE ECOSYSTEMS

Recommended Policy

Implement steps to eliminate artificial pesticides and fertilizers, genetically
modified organisms, and other contaminants that disrupt ecosystems and
human health.

Recommended Steps

REGIONAL/STATHBuild upon the GM&an successes of Marin, Trinity,
Mendocino Counties to inform Alameda Coumtide policies on pesticidand
GMOfree zones.

Clarifying questions + comments:
A This is about growing products in the county.
A Jennyi Herbicides and fungicides should also be considered.
A Nathani Should we be specific about production?
A This is specific to food production and contracts with the County.

Public Comment:

A Was there a reason why we

use
pesticideso more understood?

d n
Ho w




Goal: SUSTAINABLE ECOSYSTEMS

Recommended Policy

Implement steps to eliminate artificial pesticides and fertilizers,
genetically modified organisms, and other contaminants that disrupt
ecosystems and human health.

Recommended Steps

REGIONAL/STATE: Build upon the GMO-ban successes of Marin,
Trinity, Mendocino Counties to inform Alameda County-wide policies
on pesticide- and GMO-free zones.

Needs and Opportunities

Many organizations are already doing great work to support healthy
eco-systems by addressing toxins in our environment and combating
global warming. The following are campaigns to improve the
environment that are currently being waged:

Tupport the CHANGE- Californians for a Healthy and Green

Economy- policy agenda
CHANGE is currently addressing dangerous chemicals in our
environment including Formaldehyde, toluene, trichloroethylene,
phthalates and perchloroethylene (perc), which are just a few of
the chemicals that cause cancer, birth defects and reproductive
harm among other adversities. CHANGE is calling on Governor
Schwarzenegger to enact a strong Green Chemistry Initiative that
will remove these sickening chemicals from our daily lives.

Oakland Climate Action Coalition
The Oakland Climate Action Coalition is a cross-sector coalition of
community-based organizations, environmental experts and
advocates, labor unions, and green businesses working for an
equntable and ]ust Oakland Energy and Climate Action Plan.

Urban Habutat
L.UH is currently working in coalitions at the local and regional
level to make policy changes in the climate field that will directly
benefit the region’s low-income communities of color. These

\

coalitions include the Oakland Climate Action Coalition (OCAC)
and the Great Communities Collaborative (GCC). Both have
policy platforms that OFPC could choose to adopt

Legislation: Some of the policies identified in the policy scan have
been enacted, many have not or have died. The majority of identified
related regulation and legislation comes from the state. Given the
current $18.9 billion deficit that the state is facing it is unlikely that
any policy with a price tag, no matter how small, will move forward at
this time. The following two pieces of legislation are still active:

S16- Requests Regents of University of California to establish the
Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education program
This bill received bi- partisan support and has moved out of the
Assembly to the Senate

S23- recall sales prevention
This bill has been removed from the inactive file and has passed
out of the Assembly, but took recent amendments and so has
been re-referred to Rules Committee

Best Practices and Further Information

Mendocino GMO ban (2004)
On March 2, 2004, Mendocino County, California became the first
county in the United States to ban the growing of genetically
modified crops and animals. Measure H was supported by 57% of
the voters. Measure H prohibits the propagation of genetically
engineered crops and animals in Mendocino County. (see text of
the Initiative). Consumers can still buy GMO-containing foods at
the supermarket. Measure H has no effect on biotechnology in
medicine, or on the sale of such medicine in the County.
(Prohibition: It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or
corporation to propagate, cultivate, raise, or grow genetically
modified organisms in Mendocino County.)

Article examining why bill was able to pass: (link)

Sonoma County’s failed ordinance for pesticide and GMO-free zone.
The Sonoma County initiative to place a moratorium on the use of
agricultural genetically modified organisms in the county was
defeated in November, leaving the future of such efforts in doubt.
CAFF and other organizations are working with Assemblyman Laird
to determine how to amend his bill to get it out of committee.



goal: SUSTAINABLE ECOSYSTEMS

Recommended Policy

Implement steps to eliminate artificial pesticides and fertilizers, genetically
modified organisms, and other contaminants that disrupt ecosystems and
human health.

Recommended Steps

CITY: Advocate for the development of a Citywide waste management contract
that expands composting and food recycling.

Clarifying questions + comments:
A Nathani What 6s in Best Practices should go

Public Comment:
A Spell out the issues and change for the public




Goal: SUSTAINABLE
ECOSYSTEMS

Recommended Policy

Implement steps to eliminate artificial pesticides and fertilizers,
genetically modified organisms, and other contaminants that
disrupt ecosystems and human health.

Recommended Steps

CITY: Advocate for the development of a Citywide waste

management contract that expands composting and food recycling.

Needs and Opportunities

The City of Oakland’s waste management contract with Waste
Management of Alameda County (WMAC) is up for renewal in
2012. The city hired an outside consulting firm to help rewrite
the franchise to maximize recycling and comply with the City's
various Environmental goals: zero waste, greenhouse gas
reductions, etc. However, due to politics, it is uncertain whether
the franchise will go out to bid for 2012.

The OFPC wants to see a move away from the business as usual
that marginalizes the importance of recycling and food waste
recycling and instead retains incentives on landfill. We want to
see the kinds up incentives that will motivate owners of muiti-
unit dwellings to implement food waste recycling. We want to
see a contract that obligates the hauler to deliver more
"completed” compost back into the community.

To achieve this, OFPC needs to lend its advocacy to the effort to
ensure that an RFP process happens for the franchise for 2012.

“'OFPC should write a formal letter to the appropriate City Council

committees and the individual Council members urging a fair,
open RFP bidding process for the 2012 franchise renewal.

Best Practices and Further Information
Summary of the current situation in Oakland:

There is currently no regulatory or contractual prohibition against
compost pick-up at multi-family buildings in the Oakland
Municipal Code or WMAC's Franchise Agreement. In fact, the
City's lockout settlement agreement with WMAC (July 1, 2008)
adds composting collection as a fee-for-service option. However,
WMALC is only obliged to provide the service to 5% of total multi-
family buildings, and property managers have no financial
incentive to use the service, so it is unlikely even the 5% will be
reached.

The multi-family rate structure is based on number of units (at a
32-gallon equivalent); and even if a property does not need the
entire 32-gal equivalent, they cannot reduce their rates. This
was put in place to prevent unscrupulous landlords from under-
subscribing to garbage service, thus creating overflowing
dumpsters, thus creating a health & sanitary problem. The
result is that very few multi-family property managers are
motivated to pay more for composting without being able to
reduce their garbage rates. It is also the reason so many multi-
family property managers are not motivated to take advantage
of the recycling services they are paying for in their rates: as a
business person, why should they invest time or money to
facilitate or encourage recycling by their tenants if it won't save
them money? One goal of Zero Waste System
Design(http://clerkwebsvrl.oaklandnet.com/attachments/21284.
pdf) is to address this problem.

In addition, Waste Management is currently only contractually
required to return 200 cubic yards per year of compost into the
community, all of which is used exclusively by the Public Works
Agency every year, meaning no compost makes it to other urban
agriculture-based organizations that would benefit from access
to low- or no-cost compost.



goal: HEALTHY PEOPLE

Recommended Policy

Utilize a broad range of public investments and tools (such as land use
planning) to increase access to healthy food and decrease inequities across
race and class that contribute to food insecurity and compromise health.

Recommended Steps

CITY: Advocate for the development of mobile vending regulations that protect
and expand access to mobile vendors providing healthy fBodnat:

Clarifying questions + comments:

A Headed in the right direction. Best Practices and Further Info need more
flushing out.

A Diane- Friendly recommendation to include ice cream carts, etc
Public Comment:

A Green Cart in NY as a best practice; Provide some examples to guide
considerations




Goal: HEALTHY PEOPLE

Recommended Policy

Utilize a broad range of public investments and tools (such as
land use planning) to increase access to healthy food and
decrease inequities across race and class that contribute to
food insecurity and compromise health.

Recommended Steps

CITY: Advocate for the development of mobile vending
regulations that protect and expand access to mobile vendors
providing healthy food.

1) Advocate for expansion of the City's food push cart
and mobile vending regulations, in order to promote the
delivery of fresh foods, from produce to healthy prepared
foods, to a broader variety of locations in various
commercial and industrial districts with employee
density.

2) Encourage the delivery of both fresh produce as well
as prepared foods through such entrepreneurial food
exterprises while respecting the presence and commercial
acivities of existing built-environment restaurants and

' stores.

3) Expand the geographic area for regulated Mobile
Food Vendors , encouraging healthy food, while
understanding the need to protect public right of way,
street circulation, and the parking impacts of such
activities as they attract more regional non-local
customers.

Needs and Opportunities

The Mobile Food Regulations currently restrict activity to
particular geographic district in Central Oakland. Expanding
this geographic area will allow many unregulated vendors to be
legalized, and inspire new ventures that provide fresh food
choices. There is an explosion of new entrrepreneurial
ventures that are part of this new economic activity type,
however such activities cannot be promoted without
understanding the impact to existing restaurants, such that
business to the latter is compromised.

Best Practices and Further Information

Further research to be conducted on other cities codes in
regard to mobile food vending, including consideration of
weekly «Pop Up» market locations, night markets during
summer-early fall (mini Eat Real fairs), etc.



goal: HEALTHY PEOPLE

Recommended Policy

Utilize a broad range of public investments and tools (such as land use planning) to
increase access to healthy food and decrease inequities across race and class that
contribute to food insecurity and compromise health.

Recommended Steps

PUBLIPRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS: Incorporate use of EBT for healthy food in farmers'
markets, WIC programs, and senior nutrition programs.

REGIONAL/STATRClude healthy food retail in general plans, redevelopment, and
land use decisiondntegrate transportation planning for walking, biking, buses and
other forms of transit to ensure reliable, consistent access to healthy food retail.
(crossreference EBT with Publierivate Partnerships)

Clarifying questions + comments:

Many/ al | Oakl and farmersd markets already
Recommendation? SF has an ordinance for all public markets. WIC is only setup

with individual farmers.

Aaron i Do we know the extent of the percentage of sales they make up. The goal

Is full access, right?

There is a modification: Policy v. Availability? Maintain Step for new markets

Hanki We need to promote incentives for far me
accessible locations.

S




Goal: HEALTHY PEOPLE (PPP)

Recommended Policy

Utilize a broad range of public investments and tools (such as land use
planning) to increase access to healthy food and decrease inequities
across race and class that contribute to food insecurity and
compromise health.

Recommended Steps

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS: Incorporate use of EBT for healthy food
in farmers' markets, WIC programs, and senior nutrition programs.

Needs and Opportunities

In Oakland, access to fresh healthy foods is often inequitable. While
upper income neighborhoods have many options to choose from, the
most vulnerable populations live in neighborhoods where it is not easy
to access fresh healthy foods and all to easy to access cheap, non-
nutritious overly marketed foods. The Oakland Food Policy Council has
representation from all aspects of the food system and can provide
recommendations for models to increase access and support to
leverage state opportunities.

Traditional obstacles to Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card use at
Farmers' Markets (no electricity, no phone line, fast pace of sales) are
not a problem with a scrip system for EBT redemption, using a central
Point of Sale (POS) terminal. The Ecology Center has a quick and easy
guide for Farmers Markets that want to set up to accept EBT. POS
equipment is free and provided by the State. The only fee the market
must incur is that associated with designing and printing the tokens,
and money and assistance may be available through the Ecology
Center.

The opportunity is there for quick, easy, and free set-up of EBT
acceptance capabilities, the only need is to utilize it!

As for WIC and Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program, California
lannin ivities,"but has not yet made statewide
changes. A Department of Public Health publication explains how
market producers or managers can apply to accept WIC and Senior
“checks. It's not nearly as user friendly as the Ecology Center's EBT
guide, but can be found here. Summary? What are our
recommendations in for the WIC/Seniors category?

Best Practices and Further Information

The Ecology Center has a VERY useful site called the Farmers' Market
EBT project. There you can find "A Simple Guide for Electronic Benefits
Transfer for SNAP benefits at California Farmers' Markets," It's all the
markets need to know! (as summarized below) Do we want to
summarize this here? or is link enough? The market must set up a
Central Point of Sale system, so EBT cardholders can go to an
information table and swipe their card in exchange for tokens or
paper. Whatever amount they choose to withdraw is transfered from
the debit account to the market association's bank account. The
customer then shops with the tokens, and can either return leftover
tokens for credit on her card, or hold them to use another day.

The Guide lays out 10 steps to set up a farmers' market EBT/scrip
system. They are simple to follow and have contact information at the
Ecology Center and California Dept. Social Services (CDSS) for
assistance. CDSS (Dianne.padilla-bates@dss.ca.gov) will provide a
free wireless EBT device and pay all associated fees for markets
setting up to accept EBT The market needs to design a scrip and pay
for the cost of creation, but the Ecology Center may be able to assist
with designing, ordering, and paying. Contact pennyleff@yahoo.com
The market must decide on staffing and vendor redemption policies,
train all the vendors in the rules, and set up record keeping and
accounting services, The Ecology Center guide has suggestions on
common practices, as well as samples and personal assistance. Finally,
publicity can be done with the help of the Ecology Center, and English
and Spanish laminated signs provided by CDSS. Publicity seems to be
the biggest time sink in this process. See this PDF for great ideas,
from sample posters and brochures, to who can constitute the
promotion team, and how to best setup and explain the system at the
market.

USDA also has a how-to site here.

Ecology Center put out a list in May 2008 of Farmers' Markets that
accept EBT cards that can be found here. The first two pages list
markets in Alameda County. These markets can be used as examples
of how to simply and effectively set up EBT programs

The Ecology Center is thorough, but for reference on other states:

-New Hampshire report published in May 2008, a lot of the same
information, so good points about why farmers would want to take
advantage of the EBT market. (link)

-Louisiana report is more dated (2005), but some press release ideas
and story of their work (link)
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A Clarifying questions + comments:
A Cross-referenced with PPP
A This was not created by the Regional/State group. Should

Goal: HEALTHY PEOPLE

Recommended Policy

Utilize a broad range of public investments and tools (such as
land use planning) to increase access to healthy food and
decrease inequities across race and class that contribute to
food insecurity and compromise health.

Recommended Steps

REGIONAL/STATE: Include healthy food retail in general plans,
redevelopment, and land use decisions. Integrate transportation
planning for walking, biking, buses and other forms of transit to
ensure reliable, consistent access to healthy food retail. (cross-
reference EBT with Public-Private Partnerships)

Needs and Opportunities

In Oakland, access to fresh healthy foods is often inequitable.
While upper income neighborhoods have many options to
choose from, the most vulnerable populations live in
neighborhoods where it is not easy to access fresh healthy
foods and all to easy to access cheap, non-nutritious overly

be

Il ncorporated in the prev
marketed foods. The Oakland Food Policy Council has
representation from all aspects of the food system and can
provide recommendations for models to increase access and

support to leverage state opportunities.

Invest in fresh food financing initiatives which provide grants,
low-interest loans, training and technical assistance to improve
or establish stores in underserved areas. (see Thriving Local
Economy)

Invest in processing and distribution for regional food systems

Conserve agricultural land and support urban farms by
providing municipal land and water

Include healthy food retail in general plans, redevelopment,
and land use decisions. Integrate transportation planning for
walking, biking, buses and other forms of transit to ensure
reliable, consistent access to healthy food retail.

Offer retailers incentives such as streamlined development
processes and tax exemptions

Best Practices and Further Information

HOPE Collaborative - http://www.oaklandfoodandfitness.net/



goal: THRIVING LOCAL ECONOMY

Recommended Policy

Help promote affordable local and regional sustainably grown, harvested or
produced food within the food system, and promote local businesses to distribute
and promote these in every community, especially underserved communities.

Recommended Steps
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provide financing, technical assistance, and location assistance to new food
enterprises in underserved communities

REGIONAL/STATE: Seek "Fresh Food Financing Fund" style funding for small farms
(urban and rural)

Clarifying questions + comments:
A This section will be merged with the next one.

A - How do we make sure that the big corporati.
continue what they are doing now?

A There should be stringent requirements about who is eligible to apply.
Public Comment:
A Consider including a community benefits agreement and preference for local entry.




Recommended Policy

Help promote affordable local and regional sustainably grown,
harvested or produced food within the food system, and
promote local businesses to distribute and promote these in
every community, especially underserved communities.

Recommended Steps

CITY: Advocate for the development of a “Fresh Food Financing
Fund” that will provide financing, technical assistance, and
location assistance to new food enterprises in underserved
communities

REGIONAL/STATE: Seek "Fresh Food Financing Fund" style
funding for small farms (urban and rural)

Needs and Opportunities

In order to promote a truly equitable food system, local
businesses must have the means to be a positive force in their
communities by providing fresh, healthy foods sourced locally.
This will not only benefit producers, but also consumers who
will see their food and money kept within their community.
Start-up and maintenence costs for local businesses make it
very difficult to maintain this vision of a localized food
economy, and financial assistence is often necessary to ensure
the success of businesses whose presence in underserved

» communities is vital for their health and security and whose
‘relationships with regional producers strengthen local
economies.

REGIONAL/STATE:

The Obama administration's Healthy Food Financing Initiative
(modeled after Pennsylvania's Fresh Food Financing Initiative)
proposed for the 2011 budget will provide best federal
opportunity for funding model to provide loans to business
owners who promote local, regional and sustainably grown
healthy food to their communities.

California state bill AB 2720 from Speaker Perez is another
potential model for funding Fresh Food Financing throughout
the state

Funding from both initiatives will be provided through a
competitive application process. This should drive the City
Council, with the help of Oakland Food Policy Council
resources, to position itself to be competitive when those funds
become available around 2012. This can be approached
through relationships with community development and
financial institutions.

Best Practices and Further Information

PolicyLink has the most complete research on the
Pennsylvannia model of Fresh Food Financing and current state
of federal and CA state initiatives:

Healthy Food Financing Initiative fact sheet (link)

"Healthy Food, Healthy Communities: Promising Strategies to
Improve Access to Fresh, Healthy Food and Transform
Communities" - Rebecca Flournoy, PolicyLink (link)

"Building Healthy Communities Through Equitable Food Access"
- Judith Bell, PolicyLink, and Marion Standish, The California
Endowment (link)

Feed the Hunger is recently founded local organization with its
own microfinance model (link)



goal: THRIVING LOCAL ECONOMY

Recommended Policy

Help promote affordable local and regional sustainably grown, harvested or
produced food within the food system, and promote local businesses to
distribute and promote these in every community, especially underserved
communities.

Recommended Roles
State/Regional: Support local food access programs with financial assistance.
City: Develop a Fresh Food Financing Fund (FFFF)

Neighborhood: Pressure city to create a FFFF; collect data on food retail in your
community.

PublicPrivate Partnerships: Partner with private organizations to manage to
funds and provide technical assistance. See The Food Trust for guidance
(below).

Clarifying questions + comment:

A Make sure that Fresh Food Financing not be excluded. Fresh Food should
continue to focus on retail (not producers).




GOAL: Thriving Local Economy

Recommended Policy/Strategy:

Advocate for the development of a “Fresh Food Financing
Fund” that will provide financing, technical assistance, and
location assistance to new food enterprises in underserved
communities

Recommended Roles:

State/Regional: Support local food access programs with
financial assistance.

City: Develop a Fresh Food Financing Fund (FFFF)
Neighborhood: Pressure city to create a FFFF; collect data on
food retail in your community.

Public-Private Partnerships: Partner with private
organizations to manage to funds and provide technical
assistance. See The Food Trust for guidance (below).

Needs & Opportunities:

The City of Oakland faces disparities in access to healthy food. As
compared to the hills, the flatlands of Oakland have limited access
to grocery stores selling healthy, affordable food. The City
currently has no coordinated effort in place to attract grocery
stores to underserved areas of the City. Additionally, most
convengonal financial institutions are hesitant to finance grocery
staraﬂﬂ?t d::m\t fit the standard suburban model.

A Fresh Food Financing Fund can help fill the grocery store gap in
Oakland by providing technical and development assistance to
grocery store operators. The Fund would make otherwise
inaccessible grants and loans available to grocery stores planning to
operate in underserved neighborhoods. With a Fresh Food
Financing Fund, Oakland can imagine a city rich with healthy food
opportunities that are affordable for all incomes.

Best Practices & Further Information:

The Food Trust, a non-profit organization in Philadelphia, and
partners pioneered the Fresh Food Financing Initiative (FFFI) in the
State of Pennsylvania. The outcomnes have been outstanding: as of
December, 2009 the projects were estimated to create or retain
5,000 jobs and 1.6 million square feet of food retail in 83
supermarkets.

The Food Trust's FFFl web-page:
http:/fwww.thefoodtrust.org/php/programs/fffi.php

Projects from FFFI: http://www.thefoodtrust.org/pdf/2009FFFI.pdf

The Let’s Move Campaign and the Obama administration co-
sponsored a $400 million Healthy Food Financing Initiative (HFFI),
expanding the program to a national scale. A supplemental local
strategy would improve the program, since the Pennsylvania FFFI
utilized $120 million alone.

Let's Move Campaign:
http://www.letsmove.gov[accessing/index.html

HFFI News Release:
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/o2/20100219a.html



goal: JUSTICE and FAIRNESS

Recommended Policy

Ensure that schools and other public institutions serve healthy and delicious
meals to all and give preference to purchasing food from local farms.

Recommended Steps

CITY: Support the development of an Environmentally Preferable Purchasing
Protocol for food purchased through City contracts

REGIONAL/STATE: Review model local procurement policies in other regional
municipalities. Adopt a food policy resolution that states the city's

commitment to purchasing and providing healthy food options from local
sources.

(cross referenced to Public Private Partnerslg@istainable Ecosystems)

Clarifying questions + comment:

A Itis identical to the other EPP issue. Combine and add a line about including
school districts




Recommended Policy

Ensure that schools and other public institutions serve healthy
and delicious meals to all and give preference to purchasing
food from local farms.

Recommended Steps

CITY: Support the development of an Environmentally Preferable
Purchasing Protocol for food purchased through City contracts
REGIONAL/STATE: Review model local procurement policies in
other regional municipalities. Adopt a food policy resolution that
states the city's commitment to purchasing and providing healthy
food options from local sources.

(cross referenced to Public Private Partnerships — Sustainable
Ecosystems)

Needs and Opportunities

The Kellogg Foundation — the largest philanthropic supporter of
the local, sustainable foods movement - defines “"Good Food”
as follows: healthy, as in it won't make you chronically ill;
green, as in it was produced in a manner that is
environmentally sustainable; fair, as in no one along the
production line was exploited for its creation; and affordable,
as in people of all socioeconomic backgrounds are able to
purchase it and have access to it. These principals should be
adopted by Oakland and the major institutions serving Oakland
residents such as Oakland Unified School District.

'w
-

REGIONAL/STATE:
Procurement -

- Farm to School in OUSD - procurement practices — set
percentage local purchasing goals

- School Food Focus - is a national initiative that will
enable participating school districts with more than
40,000 students to purchase and serve foods that are
healthier, more sustainably produced and more locally
sourced than is typically the case. Assists with tools,
models, procurement practices.

- Advocate policies that leverage more resources to
increase participation in school meals and summer food
programs to an agreed-upon target.

- Develop model procurement policies, technical
assistance, and incentives for public venues (city
buildings and city-run or regulated programs, recreation
centers, parks, and child care facilities, etc.) that
requires strong nutrition standards for all food and
beverages sold on-site and incentivizes the purchase of
local foods.

Best Practices and Further Information

Potential funding included in Child Nutrition Reauthorization -
Senator Lincoln’s committee mark proposes to invest an
additional $4.5 billion (over the next 10 years) in Child
Nutrition Reauthorization - nine times more new money than
any previous increase in child nutrition programs enacted by
Congressional legislation

Alameda County has a procurement policy that is nutrition-
based. See www.acgov.org

San Francisco Precautionary Principle (link)



goal: VIBRANT FARMS

Recommended Policy/Strategy o i X A
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markets

Recommended Steps* A
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government nutrition assistance programs; connect rural farmers to urban markets.

City: develop and approve land use policies (including zoning regulations) to protect and
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neighborhood; contact potential vendors; organize community support/conduct a market
study.

PublicPrivate Partnerships should occur at all levels.

Clarifying questions + comments:
A Keep the SNAP discussion separate from the Land Use policy.

A Change: Reference EBT in the discussion. In Needs and Opportunities section, can we
highlight the zoning point?

Public Comment:

A Is the goal of bringing FM to underserved neighborhoods at odds with the goal of bringing
higher nutrition foods to existing markets in underserved communities?
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GOAL: Vibrant Farms

Recommended Policy/Strategy:
Advocate for the development of zoning regulations to protect
and expand farmers’ markets

Recommended Steps:

State/Regional: require all farmers’ markets to accept
payment from SNAP and other government nutrition
assistance programs; connect rural farmers to urban markets.
City: develop and approve land use policies (including zoning
regulations) to protect and expand farmers’ markets.
Neighborhood: communicate with the City regarding
attracting farmers’ markets to your neighborhood; contact
potential vendors; organize community support/conduct a
market study.

Public-Private Partnerships should occur at all levels.

MNeeds & Opportunities:

Farmers' markets are a form of “direct marketing” where
producers sell directly to consumers, reducing the food
markup from distributors and retailers, and creating a direct
connection between the people who grow food and those
who eat it. Farmers' markets contribute to a healthy,
sustainable food system by supporting those farms which
employ sustainable and organic farming practices, that grow
-Iregij)“nql\apd culturally specialties, that minimize energy
cﬁnsu}mp‘tipn by transportation and storage, and that re-

circulate dollars directly back into the local and regional
economy. '

However, farmers’ markets in Oakland are not currently
protected or encouraged in the City's zoning code. In order
to 1) protect existing farmers' markets and remove barriers
for establishing new ones; 2) optimize their location for
maximum community benefit, and 3) increase access,
especially for low-income and underserved residents,
Oakland should adopt zoning regulations that incentivize the
development of new farmers’ markets, emphasizing
development in areas that lack access to healthy food. All
farmers' markets should accept payment from federal, state
and local nutrition assistance programs to increase access
and affordability for all farmers’ market customers.

Best Practices & Further Information:

For examples of existing famers’ market policies and a model
zoning ordinance:
http://www.nplanonline.org/nplan/products/establishing-land-
use-protections-farmers-markets

* Brown, C. & Miller, 5. The Impacts of Local Markets: & Review of Research on Farmers Markets
and Community Supported Agriculture (CSA). American Journal of Agricultural Economics, 2008,
90; 1296-1302



Goal: VIBRANT FARMS

Recommended Policy

Develop policies that encourage ‘n small and midscale farr ‘ires and urban
agriculture; decrease exposure and support fair lab

Recommended Steps

CITY: Advocate for the development of zoning .ect and expand farmers’ markets.
Remove

Needs and Opportunities

[Problem, existing efforts, needs...]

Best Practices and Lnformation

[Existing policies elsewhere, links...




goal: VIBRANT FARMS

Recommended Policy
Develop policies that encourage success in small and midscale farming
ventures and urban agriculture; decrease exposure to hazards; and support fair
labor practices.

Recommended Steps

REGIONAL/STATE TOP PRIORITY: Scale up purchasing from producers,
formalize the collaborations between and aggregation of small farmers.

Clarifying questions + comments:
A Hanki Perhaps the purpose of OFPC is to ensure there is equitable access
to healthy foods in all Oakland neighborhoods. We need to do a structural
analysis about how to recruit farmers who choose to only to participate in
farmerso mar ket s.
A Jennyi Smal | and midsize farmers areno6t a
system complex.







