Meeting Minutes

Work Group: Neighborhood Innovations

Date: June, 16, 2011

Time: 5:30

Location: Alameda County Health Department

Attendance

Sabrina Wu, Sara Weihmann, Kari Bono

Agenda Item 1: Minutes Approval

· Discussion: Minutes missing from February?

· Action: April minutes approved.

Agenda Item 2: WIC and Oakland fresh School Produce Markets

· Discussion: At the last OFPC meeting, we discussed the possibility of setting up WIC acceptance at Oakland fresh School Produce Markets.  Faro was going to follow up with Center for Ecoliteracy.  They have piloted accepting WIC at farmers markets and maybe school produce markets in Berkeley.  

· Action: Sabrina will follow-up with Faro

Agenda Item 3: Farm Bill workshop 

· Discussion: Sabrina and Alethea met with Hai and Christina from CA Food & Justice Coalition about co-hosting a Farm Bill Workshop (OFPC, HOPE, CFJC).  Sabrina and Hai were supposed to get together to plan an agenda.  Meeting was cancelled because Hai had a family emergency.  Sara suggested a workshop on farm labor.

· Action: Sabrina will follow up with Hai.  If he is unable to work on this, she will follow up with Food & Water Watch for Farm Bill resources and curricula.

Agenda Item 3: Food Justice curriculum

· Discussion: 

-
Kari (intern working with HOPE) spoke on ways the curricula could be laid out, asked questions about overall objective and goals for curriculum.

-  
Sabrina and Sara said that the idea was to create Food Justice curriculum for churches and other community groups. We can have workshops on train the trainer.  May be a good way to involve community members who attend Neighborhood Workgroup and HOPE’s Leadership Institute participants – we can train them to deliver the curriculum in the community, which can be an outreach and recruitment strategy for OFPC and HOPE.

-
Discussion on how to structure the curricula – by food system sector or Whole Values? Lee’s curriculum is structured by Whole Values but we discussed that organizing it by food system sector may make more sense.  (Food system sectors as overall frame, and the values fall underneath).

-
Difficulty in educating community around GMOs, organics, etc. because affordability is a concern – how to leave community feeling empowered and not hopeless?  How to develop curricula that does not convey judgment of people’s food choices (which are largely determined by food prices and purchasing power) while still encouraging people to make food choices that contribute to a healthier and more sustainable food system?

-
Do we want to evaluate the curriculum’s effectiveness?

· Action: 

· Sabrina will set up a time to meet with People’s Grocery about reviewing their curriculum resources and having a working curriculum development meeting at PG.

· Sara will meet with Sabrina and Kari on Mondays at 3pm at HOPE to assist with the curriculum development.

Agenda Item 4: Events: Food Day and CFSC Conference

· Discussion: 

-
Prevention Institute attended the last Food Systems Action Team meeting at HOPE asking us to play a “local coordinator” role for Food Day. HOPE members came up with ideas, such as “Shop Local” challenge, encouraging community members to buy from a locally owned food business (we can develop a list) or farmers market. 

-
Sabrina suggested an advocacy day- “meet your Council Member.”  We could outreach to each Councilmember and have them commit to a 30 min meeting on Food Day with their constituents to talk about food-related issues in the district.  HOPE and OFPC can reach out to our networks and organize residents from each District to participate, orient people to OFPC’s Plan for Action, have each group pick 2-3 OFPC Recommendations they feel are important to their district and prep them to talk to their Councilmember about those specific issues.  Mayor Quan has been a supporter of OFPC- can we ask her to declare Oct 24 Food Day, so Councilmembers will participate?

-
Sara suggested giving out stickers, and Kari added signing a pledge once people answer questions about the Food System or complete a task. Once all 10 tasks are complete put in for a drawing to win: compost bin, GC to a Farmers Market, locally made food items.

-
Can we organize a “Food Day” tabling event at Frank Ogawa Plaza, modeled after Earth Day, where food organizations, companies, and farmers can table, have healthy mobile vendors, Pop-up garden, etc.  Sara expressed that “pop-up gardens” are sad because of resources put in and then it is taken down so quickly. 

-
Maybe have a harvest festival?

-
What should OFPC plan for CFSC Conference?  Many Food Day ideas were discussed; possibly pick one for Food Day and one for CFSC Conference?

· Action: 

· Kari wants to assist with planning. 

· Should someone from OFPC follow up with Mayor’s office?

· HOPE will be convening an organizing meeting for Food Day soon.  Will send invite to OFPC members list.

